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Saturday 26 March 2011
at 7.30 pm

Snape Maltings
Concert Hall

ALDEBURGH MUSIC CLUB

with Prometheus Orchestra

Aldeburgh Music Club Chair Overture Rosamunde (Die Zauberharfe) cead o 1
with

Stephanie Corley sopranc Symphaony Ne 8 in B miner (Unfinished) o753
Sarah-Jane Lewis confrailo
Daniel Auchincloss fenor IHTERVAL

Simon Lobelson bantfong

e Mass No & in E flat major peso
Prometheus Orchestra
Pam Munks feadzy
Edmond Fivet conductor

Humphrey Burton gusest conducior

THE MUSIC
Owerture Rosamunde (Die Zauberharfe) oead ka1 (1820)

Schubert's last venture into the world of the Viennese theatre came in December
1823, when he provided incidental music for Helmina von Chézy's pastoral play
Rosamunde, Princess of Cyprus at the Theater an der Wien, The play was a flop,
though the music was praised. S5chubert seems to have put the score together in a
hurry {perhaps borrowing an Entriacte from the ‘Unfinished’ Symphony); and he
never wrote an overture. Instead, he used the Overture to his romantic opera
Alfonso and Estrella, which had been written in 1822 but not performed. But in
the 18305 and '40s, after Schubert’s death, the title of Rosamunde was given to
published arrangements of a different Qverture, in € minor and major, from the
incidental music which he had written in 1820 for a play called Ofe Zauberharfe or
“The Magic Harp', This renaming may possibly reflect the compeser's intentions for
a future revival of Rosamunde; and in any case it meant that the piece became
famous as ‘the Rosamunde Overture’, Just to complicate its history further, in the
minor-key introduction and the coda Schubert reworked ideas from another, still
earlier, wark, his D major Overture fn the ltalian Style of 1817, But the opening
chord-sequence, which returns later in the piece in different forms, is a recurring
motif in the fauberharfe music; and the first theme of the main Aflegro vivace is
also taken from the play, in which it represents the innocent hercine who finds
herself in danger.
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